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Capital Campaign Pledges Exceed $3 Million

When Charlie Walters stepped from the crowd
at the Meyer Center's Golf Tournament party
last May and asked to say afew words, no
one could have anticipated the outcome. Mr.
Walters pledged $1,000,000 toward the Meyer
Center’s capital campaign for the purchase and
expansion of its facility.

Meyer Center founder, Dr. Leslie Meyer, termed
Mr. Walters’ contribution “the most important
gift in the Center’s history.” This generous dona-
tion was given in memory of Mr. Walters’
brother, Joe, who suffered physical disabilities.

Mr. Walters was recognized with the Center's
2006 Donor of the Year Award at the Annual

' Iilien & %0
{ Jisitrs '.w(-u-up e 5.HW

adl'l ol é s

Charles Walters, Donor of the Year, Sets the Pace For Success

Donor Appreciation Event in February.

Mr. Walters’ pledge was the first of many generous
gifts from individuals, foundations and corpora-
tions in our community who care for special chil-
dren. Now, less than one year later, the Center is
poised to purchase its facility on Rutherford Road
and blueprints have been drawn for the much-
needed expansion.

Phase | of the campaign will provide for comple-
tion of the building renovation and expansion of
the program to serve additional students. Pledges
may be made over a five-year period. To learn how
you or your organization can help, call Barbara
Martin, 250-0005, Ext. 208.

At the campaign
kick-off last
October, (L-R),

Bob Knight,
Campaign Co-Chair;
Charlie Walters; Mr.
| Walters’ brothers,
| Jim Walters and

* | Buck Walters, who

_| together pledged
$280,000; Board

™ President Cathy

~ Howard; and
Campaign
Co-Chair, Sally

. Russell.

Cathy Howard: Visionary, Leader and Dedicated Mom

“Three days after our daughter, Ally, was born, she was diagnosed with a genetic
disorder called Wolf-Hirschhorn Syndrome. We were told that she would never |
walk or talk and would be severely disabled.” Cathy Howard recalls the events E
of her child’s birth vividly. Ally was enrolled at the Meyer Center at eighteen
months of age after surgery to repair her heart. Since that initial devastating
diagnosis, Cathy and her husband Ernie have witnessed the miracle of Ally’s first
steps and heard her first words. Ally now walks, runs, and has no trouble
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Board Spotlight: John McAfee

John McAfee has served on the Meyer Center
Board of Directors for eight years, encompass-
ing a period of incredible growth for the Center.
During this time, he has demonstrated steadfast
support of the Center’s mission as well as gener-
osity of both his time and resources.

John has brought the highest caliber of service
and commitment to the Center’s Board. Thank
you, John, for your dedication to the Meyer Cen-
ter and for all you have done to help children
with disabilities in our community.






